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THE BRIG THADDEUS 


In a hazardous journey lasting six months, The model pictured here is on exhibition 
this vessel carried the first missionaries from at the Missions Memorial Building in Ho- 
Boston to the Hawaiian Islands in 1819-1820. nolulu. See article on page ninety-two. 
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OUT WHERE THE BOOK IS NEEDED 


In a recent month of Bible 
Emphasis conducted by the 
Society in Atlanta, Georgia; 
fifty Bibles were distributed tr 
the Henry Grady Hospital. Ini 
this picture Secretary Smith; 
of the Southern Agency (ex+ 
treme right ), is seen with some 
of his helpers in one of the 
wards. Every year the Society) 
could multiply these gracious: 
ministries to suffering, needy} 
and forgotten people if the 


funds were available. 


This is 636 Isaac Peral, Manila, P.I. It is known as the 
Bible House of the Philippine Islands. In Secretary 
Fonger’s living quarters on the second Aa many mis- 
sionaries and other Christian friends have found rest 
and comfort in recent months when they were thwarted 
in their efforts to make the blockaded ports along the 
China coast. On the first floor of the building are the 
salesroom, the Agency offices and the binding room. In 
the rear is the new “bodega” or warehouse, in which is 
located, beside the garage and the paper stock, the 
unbound stock of Scriptures, and in a concrete fireproof 
vault all the precious plates. 


A typical house located in the 
Southern mountains where no 
messenger of Christ ever visits, 
except the Bibleman. In many 
such homes live people who know 
about the Bible an long to pos- 
sess one. 
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Reading the Bible Through 


By THE Reverend M. E. Dopp, D.D. 


Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Shreveport, Lowisiana, 
and former President of the Southern Baptist Convention 


STRANGE impulse seized 

me sometime ago. It was 

to read the Bible from cover 
to cover, and to allow no other 
reading whatsoever to interfere. 
Whether the impulse was of the 
Holy Spirit, I know not. God 
knoweth. Anyway, I did it. I 
averaged four and one half hours 
each day in His Holy Word. I 
began with “In the beginning,” Genesis 
1:1, and closed with “The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you,” Revela- 
tion 22: 21. 

It was a marvelously enriching and 
strengthening spiritual experience. My 
heart can never escape the power and 
glory of it. 

It was a feast of good things to eat. I 
ate locusts and wild honey with the Bap- 
tist in the wilderness, and heaven-sent 
manna with the wandering Israelites in 
the desert. I tasted the grapes of Eshcol, 
and sat at the tables of King David and 
King Solomon. I drank of the brook 
Cherith and was fed by the ravens. I 
feasted with the disciples in the upper 
room, and sat down at the table with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Tt was a triumphant tour of summer 
trips. I crossed the desert sands with 
Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees. I 
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journeyed with Joseph in the land 
of the Pharaohs and followed 
Moses for forty years. I went 
abroad in the ships of Tarshish, 
and glided in fishing smacks on 
the placid bosom of Galilee. 

It was a university course. I 
studied what I believe to be the 
most accurate science of all cen- 


turies concerning the origin of 
things. I delved into the _ world’s 
profoundest philosophy, read _ classic 


literature, followed the divine outlines 
of history, and was thrilled by the 
tenderest and sweetest poetry of all 
time. 

It was a Bible conference. Doctors 
Moses, Isaiah, and Paul were the prin- 
cipal speakers. I sat at their feet in rapt 
attention. There were classes in the- 
ology and ecclesiology and eschatolog 
and prophecy. There were many discus- 
sions, conferences, and even debates on 
practical and doctrinal subjects. It was 
the greatest Bible conference I ever at- 
tended. ing David with his harp of 
gold and choir of a thousand voices led 
the music. 

Such a blessing as this, reading the 
Bible through without unnecessary de- 
lay! I think I shall reread it at least 
once a year the rest of my life. 
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The Romance of Hawaiian Missions 
and Scripture Distribution 


By tHe ReverEND RatpH W. Baytess, D.D., Secretary, Pacific District 


HIRTY thousand children in the public 
schools of Hawaii were recently made 


very happy when each received the Na- 
tivity story, in the form of the Gospel of Saint 
Luke, as a Christmas present. Cooperating 
with the Pacific District, friends of the Bible 
cause in Hawaii made this presentation pos- 
sible. It was in response to their communica- 
tion that the school children made known 
through their teachers their wish for these 
Scripture portions. The earnestness of this re- 
quest was abundantly proved by a most enthu- 
silastic reception when the gift was presented. 
Teachers and pupils alike mingled their voices 
in grateful appreciation. Some of the former 
wrote: 


“The children are very much pleased. Many read 
these little volumes during the free-reading period.” 
—‘Since the arrival of the Gospels of Saint Luke 
a new interest in religious literature has been 
shown.’—‘“‘This school wishes to express its thanks 
and appreciation for the wonderful story in the 
form received. A dozen different nationalities at- 
tend this school, and to many this is a new book and 
anew story. We feel that much benefit will follow; 
for surely this Word will bear fruit.” 


An Hawaiian girl wrote: 


It was a great pleasure to receive the Gospel of 
Saint Luke. It is very interesting. Thank you for 
this Christmas aloha greeting. 


It was a Portuguese girl who remarked: 


The first night I read four chapters to my whole 
family. I shall read the whole book for them. 


An eighth-grade Japanese boy proudly re- 
marked: 


Thanks for the story. I carry it in my pocket 
and read it every chance I get. 


A Japanese girl declared: 


Even though I believe in the Buddha, yet I like 
this story of the Christ. 


A Chinese girl said: 


The Christmas story becomes more and more in- 
teresting to me, even though I am not a Christian. 
I wish we could get a good book like this every 
Christmas. 


A charming little girl walked up to her 
teacher and said: 

I wish to thank everybody for this little book. I 
read it every day. My mother enjoys it also. When 
I read it to my mother, she talks to my father in 
Japanese, and when my father hears what my 
mother has told him, he prays to God that he may 
be cured of his sickness. He is better now. We all 
pray to God, thanking him for this book and for 
making father well. 


These children carry the Word of God to 
their various homes—in the city, plantation cen- 
ter, fisherman’s hut, labor camp, homestead 
shack and primitive native houses, scattered 
from ocean shore to mountain peak, where the 
story of redeeming love is read with great in- 
terest and appreciation. 

Another in a long series of worthwhile min- 
istries has been rendered the youth of Hawaii 
by the territorial committee, which consisted 
of Dr. Theodore Richards, Rev. Paul B. Water- 
house, Rev. Albert S. Baker, Mr. Emil A. 
Berndt, Mr. Ralph G. Cole, Mrs. E. C. Webster, 
Rev. Douglas Magers, Rev. T. Markham Tal- 
mage, Mr. Harold Lucas, and others. 


The very name “Hawaii” suggests the para- 
dise of the Pacific, which Mark Twain so beau- 
tifully described “the loveliest fleet of the isles 
that lie at anchor in any ocean.” Through vol- 
canic action these islands were tossed up, and 
are as “a string of pearls nestling on the bosom 
of the opal waters of the Pacific.” 

Hawaii is a land of natural beauty, a land 
of rainbows, flashing reefs, opalescent seas, and 
waving palms. It is a land altogether lovely, 
romantic, and enchanting. As the average 
American thinks of Hawaii, it is to him a “lazy, 
languorous latitude of the Pacific,”—the beach 
at Waikiki, the hula dance, grass skirts, and 
quaint, plaintive Hawaiian music. Yet, these 
tropic isles are vastly more than these. It is a 
land of many peoples—300,000 in number. 
Prof. Scott has well called it “an ethnological 
museum and a sociological laboratory.” It is 
one of the most fascinating interracial melting 
pots on the face of the earth. 


When Captain Cook discovered the islands 
in 1778, he found only the native Hawaiians, 
of the Polynesian race, a handsome gsemicivi- 
lized people. They were ruled by kings of giant 
strength, who held in their hands the power of 
life and death. During the next forty years the 
whaling industry and seafaring men brought 
social disease and intoxicating drink to these 
hospitable people of the tropics. It was a period 
of great moral degradation, but out of it arose 
one ray of hope. 

In 1809 an Hawaiian boy, Henry Opukahiah, 
became a stowaway on a whaling ship bound 
for America. Shortly after arriving on the 
New England coast, he was befriended by the 
Reverend D. W. Dwight, who encouraged him 
to enter the grammar school at Litchfield, Con- 
necticut. 

Soon after hearing the story of Christ for 
the first time in his life, he was converted and 
planned to return with the message of Christi- 
anity to his native land, the Sandwich Islands. 
He began the translation of the Gospels into his 
native dialect. His Christian life was very de- 
vout, which made a profound impression upon 
all who knew him. A sudden illness resulted 
in his early and untimely death. Fellow stu- 
dents who had felt the genuineness of his life 
and earnestness of his spiritual missionary pas- 
sion, offered to go as missionaries to Opuka- 
hiah’s native land. Having received their com- 
mission from the American Board, seventeen 
young missionaries, teachers, farmers, left Bos- 
ton on October 23, 1819, on the brig Thaddeus. 

Dr. Grosvenor, editor of the National Geo- 
graphic, said: 

One might as well try to understand the United 
States without the story of the Mayflower as to try 


to appreciate Hawaii without the thrilling story of 
the brig Thaddeus and its heroic occupants. 


Page 93 


Here is a picture to study. It 
is a recent graduating class of the 
Honolulu Bible Training School. 
Note the various racial char- 
acteristics of the faces. A recent 
freshmen class contained fifty 
Buddhists. When they graduated, 
all were Christians but one. The 
school was founded by Dr. Theo- 
dore Richards, who has for years 
been an active friend and coun- 
selor of the American Bible So- 
ciety in Hawait. 


For five long months this sturdy vessel sailed 
around South America and into the heart of 
the Pacific. In the meantime God was prepar- 
ing the islands for the coming of the redemp- 
tive message. King Kamahameha—the Napo- 
leon of the Pacific—had unified the islands 
under one rule, and being partially disgusted 
with the heathen gods, had issued an edict that 
they be burned. He mingled with sailors and 
whalers, and during his last long illness made 
inquiry of them “about the white man’s God.” 
Hawaiian tradition, however, states that “no 
man was able to point the dying king to the 
Lamb of God.” When the missionaries arrived 
in 1820, the Dowager Queen Kaahuamanu re- 
ceived them with open arms and said, “You 
have the message my husband was seeking 
for.” She gave the missionaries great assist- 
ance, and within a month the message of God’s 
love was being told on each of the main islands. 

The first task confronting the missionaries 
was that of reducing the native dialect to a 
written language. Work began. Schools were 
started. The natives clamored for an educa- 
tion. “The utter vacuity of the heathen mind 
made going to school a pleasure.” Within fif- 
teen years nine hundred open-air schools had 
been established with about 50,000 pupils. 

A central task was that of translating the 
Bible into the native dialect. Twelve pages of 
St. Luke in 1827 and the Sermon on the Mount 
in 1828 preceded the publication by the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, of the Gospel of St. Matthew 
in 1828 and the whole New Testament in 1832. 
Now, for more than a century the American 
Bible Society has been the sole publisher of 
Hawaiian Scriptures. When a copy of the 
Hawaiian Testament was placed in the hand of 
the Dowager Queen Kaahuamanu, she read 
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from the precious volume, then pressed it to 
her breast and said, “Maikai” (good). 

The whole Bible was translated into Ha- 
waiian by the end of 1839—a tremendous 
achievement on the part of busy missionaries 
in addition to their very large responsibilities 
in establishing the kingdom of God in Hawaii. 

The year in which the whole Bible was com- 
pleted—1839—will ever be remembered in Ha- 
waiian history as a year of the great revival 
of religion, when 10,725 converts were added 
to the Hawaiian Church. The Word of God, 
the Sword of the Spirit, under the faithful 
preaching of the missionaries, brought convic- 
tion and repentance to this spiritually hungry 
people. 

The famous declaration of King Kameha- 
meha III immediately became Hawaii’s motto 
for all time, and today appears on the Hawaiian 
coat-of-arms—“Ua Mau Keke Ea O Ka Aina I 
Ka Pono” (The Life of the Land is Preserved 
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by Righteousness). 

Fifty thousand of Opukahiah’s people had 
embraced Christianity within thirty years after 
the arrival of the first missionaries. The Ha- 
waiian Board of Missions was organized, and 
for over a hundred years has carried very 
largely the missionary program of the islands. 

The Hawaiian Board Book Rooms for years 
has represented the American Bible Society in 
Hawaii, and during the past year distributed 
around three thousand Scripture volumes in 
nearly a dozen languages. 

In this ethnological museum Christianity, 
working upon the foundation of the hospitable 
Polynesian race and motivated by the love of 
Christ, has blossomed forth into the world’s 
richest experimentation in understanding, good 
will, and interracial fellowship. 

Surely, the prayer of the prophet Isaiah of 
old may be repeated: “Glorify ye the Lord God 
of Israel in the isles of the sea.” 


In True Texas Fashion 


By Grorce WILLIAM Brown 


fa NHAT they do things in a big way in 

Texas can not be wholly due to the large 

perspective which comes from living in 
a big state. Big hearts must have something 
to do with it too. At least, it would seem so 
from the big-hearted way in which a lumber- 
man in Houston recently put hundreds of Bi- 
bles and thousands of Scripture portions into 
the homes of twenty-five Texas towns. 

“Jim” Rockwell—for he won’t let you call 
him James or Mister—felt that it would be a 
fine bit of service if the local managers of the 
lumberyards operated by his company were to 
collaborate with him in getting the Scriptures 
more widely distributed in the towns in which 
his company does business. ‘You see, Doctor,” 
he said to the writer when the latter was re- 
cently in Houston, “there are days when there 
must be more to business than buying and sell- 
ing. We are passing through a period when 
we business men hardly know what a day will 
bring forth. Life needs something in it be- 
sides the purely physical. I figure out that my 
yard managers will be helping to stabilize so- 


HE ASKS HIS EMPLOYES TO BE MISSIONARIES 
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ciety if they help to multiply the Word of God 
in the towns where they are located; and,’ he 
added somewhat whimsically, “it won’t hurt 
them a bit to be missionaries for a little while.” 

This was the philosophy which underlay Jim 
Rockwell’s order for more than 2,000 Bibles 
and 15,000 portions, and Jim Rockwell has his 
own philosophy on the principles of Scripture 
distribution. Having ordered the Scriptures, 
he sent definite instructions to the yard mana- 
gers on how they should go about placing the 
Bibles and portions. Here are some of the 
directions which each manager received: 

Use your own discretion as to how you distribute 
and to whom you distribute Bibles and portions. 

We are especially anxious, however, to get them 


into the hands of people who need them and who 
will appreciate and read them. Should you decide 
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to give any of them to churches and Sunday Schools, 
it probably would be well to do so with the agree- 
ment that they immediately will purchase the same 
number of like quality. 


Require no contribution from anyone, and accept 
no more than one dollar from any individual finan- 
cially able to make a contribution. Give the con- 
tributions, if any, to the churches or organizations 
which may assist you in the distributing. 


We hope you will derive personal satisfaction 
from doing this work. 

Texas is a big state. It is as far across it as 
from New York City to Chicago. There are 
lots of people in that vast area who do not have 
a Bible, but Jim Rockwell has the satisfaction 
of knowing that in Texas there are now fewer 
homes without the Scriptures than there were 
a few months ago. 


~ One Hundred Years of the Bible 
in Japan 


The contributor of this interesting article is the pastor of the Japa- 


nese Methodist Episcopal Church in New York City. 


The pic- 


ture of Dr. Gutzlaff is from a drawing made by Mr. Komuro’s son 


By THE Reverend T. K. Komuro 


r AHIS year 1938 the Christian churches 
in Japan are commemorating the cen- 
tennial of Dr. Gutzlaff’s Japanese trans- 

lation of the Gospel of St. John. A special 

pamphlet, “Japan and the Bible,” was issued 
in Japanese by the Japan Bible Society for 

Bible Sunday last December, a copy of which 

has recently been received in New York. On 

a visit to the old Bible House several years ago 

I was surprised to find that all the original edi- 

tions of the early Japanese Bible translations 

were kept in the Society’s library, which en- 
abled me to complete a manuscript in Japanese 
concerning the early Japanese translations. 

For this reason I was much interested in this 

pamphlet. 

It was by the providence of God that differ- 
ent nationalities were given the mission of 
translating the words of God, and spreading 
the gospel all over the world. The first trans- 
lator of the Japanese Bible was a German, Dr. 
Karl Friedrich August Gutzlaff; and the sec- 


ond was the Jewish convert to Christianity, 
Dr. B. J. Bettelheim. The third and fourth 
were Americans—Jonathan Goble and Dr. J. 
C. Hepburn. 

In the 1830’s Dr. Gutzlaff was working by 
repeated journeys up and down the coast to in- 
troduce Scriptures, prayer books, and current 
religious tracts into various parts of China, 
Korea, and the Loochoo Islands. It is interest- 
ing to learn how he was led to accomplish his 
great task of translation of a portion of the 
English Bible into Japanese, even though he 
had no knowledge of the language. When he 
was stationed in the city of Macao, China, he 
came into contact with a number of sailors of 
Japanese ships, who had been shipwrecked off 
the Pacific coast of the United States, and who, 
returning to Asia, sometimes by way of Eu- 
rope, were forced to remain in China because 
of the Japanese laws against the return of 
Japanese who had left the country. The vision 
of translating the Bible into Japanese flashed 


Page 96 


t 


j 
[ees 


KARL FRIEDRICH AUGUST GUTZLAFF 


into Dr. Gutzlaff’s mind, and he began to pick 
up every possible Japanese word from conver- 
sation with them. With his limited vocabulary 
he dared to translate the Gospel of St. John. 
The translation was printed at Singapore, 
either in 1887 or 1838, and the Bible Society 
now has two copies, received directly from Dr. 
Gutzlaff in July of 1838. The Bible Society 
had considerable correspondence with Dr. 
Gutzlaff about further translation of the New 
Testament, but the only additional parts pub- 
lished were the Epistles of John. It was not 
until 1871 that any part of the Bible was 
printed in Japan—the translation of Matthew 
by Jonathan Goble, followed shortly by the 
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translations of Hepburn, Bettelheim, and Na- 
than Brown. It would be interesting to know 
into how many Japanese hands copies of this 
first publication of the Scriptures in Japanese 
came during those years before the mission- 
aries were able to enter Japan. 

Among the people whose missionary zeal was 
fired by the writings and activities of Gutzlaff 
were David Livingstone and Robert Moffat, 
who eventually went to Africa rather than to 
the Far East; and, more important for Japan, 
Dr. J. F. Verbeck, who in the early years of the 
Meiji era exerted great influence on the ad- 
vance of education and science in Japan. Gutz- 
laff had previously worked in Java and Siam, 
and was supposed to know Dutch, English, 
German, Arabic, Turkish, Malay, Siamese, Chi- 
nese, Korean, and Japanese. He translated 
parts of the Bible into Siamese, Japanese, and 
Chinese. One of his associates in China, and 
one who was keenly interested in his efforts to 
take the Bible to Japan, was S. Wells Williams, 
who later served as one of the presidents of the 
American Bible Society. They went on one un- 
successful voyage in 1837 in an attempt to re- 
store seven of these sailors to their native 
home. 

Even though Gutzlaff’s translation is not per- 
fect, and the phraseology is poor, we do not 
hesitate to pay our full respects to this great 
hero of the gospel. The name of Karl Fried- 
rich August Gutzlaff will remain in the hearts 
of the people of Japan forever. 


The Perennially Popular Book 


in spite of a decline in business conditions 

in our own country and wars and social 
disturbances abroad, the total distribution of 
Scriptures by the three leading Bible Socie- 
ties of the world was during 1987 but slightly 
less than it was in 1936. For 1937 the figures 
are as follows: 


I: is a satisfaction to be able to report that, 


Bibles Testaments Portions Total 
American Bible So- 
Gletys Wain eters wise 311,763 454,710 6,562,077 17,328,550 
British and Foreign 
Bible Society ... 1,151,099 1,379,509 8,787,967 11,318,575 
National Bible Soci- 
ety of Scotland . 69,236 267,091 4,089,962 4,426,289 
1,532,098 2,101,310 19,440,006 23,073,414 


Bibles and other Scripture volumes are, of 
course, distributed commercially in the United 
States, Great Britain, and other countries 
where the Christian religion is the dominant 
faith. But in the so-called non-Christian lands 
the Bible Societies and missionaries are prac- 
tically the only distributors. 

The question is often asked, How many vol- 
umes of Scripture are distributed in a year by 
all agencies both missionary and commercial? 
Only an approximate figure is available. Care- 
ful estimates justify the assumption that the 
distribution by smaller Bible societies—one of 
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which reports over 2,500,000 of its own volumes 
in 1937—and by commercial publishers, includ- 
ing many church and Sunday School publishing 
houses, issue about 4,500,000 Bibles, Testa- 
ments, and Portions. This brings the total for 
the year 1937 to something over 27,000,000, of 


Page 97 


which the three largest Bible Societies distrib- 
uted about eighty-five percent, and the Amer- 
ican Bible Society considerably over one fourth. 
Since the founding of their work the three 
great Bible Societies have issued 925,000,000 
volumes of the Scripture. 


Busy about He Bible in Shanghai 


A story of bombs, a bishop, motor vans, 
and a typewriter with special keys 


By THe REVEREND CarLeTon Lacy, Secretary, China Agency 


fly over the China Bible House, bound 

for some near or distant fighting line. 
One letter which came in this week spoke of 
the need for Scriptures to help in the work of 
ten hospitals caring for the wounded men in 
one city. A Chinese Y secretary called to make 
arrangements for transporting pocket Testa- 
ments into the centers “‘back of the lines,” so 
that the workers among troops might be sup- 
plied. 

But there are other activities that do not 
smell of smoke. A telegram said “Eriksson of 
Mongolia is coming to Shanghai.” A few days 
later he walked in, a rugged Scandinavian. 
Under his arm, wrapped in a newspaper, were 
the newly made papier-maché matrices for the 
Gospel of St. Matthew in the Mongolian lan- 
guage. Where did they come from? Joel 
Eriksson tried to point out on the map, but it 
was so far away in the northern part of Chahar 
that we got lost beyond the Great Wall. There 
he operates a little mission press, and there he 
had taught his Mongolian men to set the type 
and make these matrices... For the most part the 
work was well done. But it was expensive. 
- So, before he left Shanghai, this dauntless 
scholar-pioneer went over to one of the Chinese 
presses that prints many thousands of Scrip- 
ture portions every month, and there learned 
a less expensive process that might in turn be 
taught to his workmen in northern Mongolia. 

The most interesting part of this visit was 
not the discussion of the mechanics of plate- 
making. Eriksson is a translator as well as a 
printer, and one of the best Mongolian linguists 
to be found. 

“We understand that in Chinese the term 


N EARLY every day the bombing planes 
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‘Son of David’ is rendered ‘Seed of David.’ 
Can we use a similar term in Mongolia? For 
to say ‘son’ implies the immediate male child.” 
Then came the inevitable question about how 
to find a satisfactory word for “God.” Fortu- 
nately, the committee which is at work on this 
revision of the Mongolian New Testament is 
both representative and congenial, and it is 
making real progress. Meantime a new edition 
in the old version is coming from the presses, 
so that when our motor van (provided by the 
generous wood-oil merchant Mr. Li Jui last 
year) starts west in June, it will go loaded with 
Scriptures in the language of the nomads. 
While this visitor from the great northland 
was here, in came another from the teeming 
Southwest. This was Allyn Cooke of Yunnan. 
For years he and his wife and a faithful native 
helper have been transcribing the New Testa- 
ment into the Hwa Lisu dialect and script. For 
this task they have had a special set of keys 
attached to their typewriter. Eventually their 


Page 98 


painstakingly prepared manuscripts will be 
photographed and thus reproduced in books 
cheap enough for these tribespeople to buy. 
Together we studied the problem of reproduc- 
ing capitals on a machine with but one set of 
keys in a language with but one set of letters. 

This mechanical limitation also gave some 
problems with regard to the footnotes or mar- 
ginal readings. But those were not so inter- 
esting as the question of what should go into 
the text, and what into the margin. You see, 
the Hwa Lisu people do not always say things 
just as the Greek does. For example, we un- 
derstand easily what is meant by “lifting their 
eyes’; but lest the simple tribesman get a pic- 
ture of a man seizing a handful of eyes and 
hauling them up, the translator has left that 
idiom in the margin and has substituted the 
words “looking up.” Speaking of “an evil eye” 
makes no sense to him; so the question in 
Matthew 20:15, “Is thine eye evil?” is trans- 
lated more idiomatically ‘““Do your eyes become 
red?” That to us might suggest something 
slightly different. Mr. and Mrs. Cooke are la- 
boring diligently to finish this work before they 
leave for a well-earned furlough in America. 

Here are two other welcome callers to whom 
you will wish to be introduced. Mr. A. 8. 
Yarovoi is a handsome, grey-bearded Russian. 
He is not one of the poverty-stricken émigrés 
who have found refuge in this great cosmopoli- 
tan city of Shanghai. He has a home with his 
daughter; he has his own private means of 
support. But he is a Christian; he wants to 
work; he carries in his heart a burden for mul- 
titudes of his fellow-countrymen who are with- 
out a country and who have not found a Sav- 
iour. So he has become a colporteur on the 
streets and in the homes of Shanghai, and we 
have had to put in another order for Russian 
Scriptures to keep him supplied. 

The other friend is the Irish bishop of Che- 
kiang, who has been the esteemed chairman of 
our advisory council in days past. For months 
he has been almost a prisoner in the once lovely 
city on West Lake. Among the refugees in the 
missions there and at the Church Missionary 
Society Hospital where his wife serves as phy- 
sician, this genial church leader has been kept 
busy. When rescue cars have been sent out, he 
often has ridden with the driver through all 
sorts of dangers. At last he was permitted to 
leave the city for a few days, coming out on a 
military train. He looked thin and weary, but 
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his eyes still smiled. Before he returned, he 
came in to get a supply of Japanese Scriptures 
for the soldiers who now occupy Hangchow. 

You really should not leave the Bible House 
without meeting some of the printers and 
binders who come in frequently for new orders. 
Just now they are working with us on a new 
scale of prices necessitated by the increased 
cost of paper and leather. This war seems to 
raise the price of goods without raising wages, 
and we must do our part to meet the situation. 
If you had been sitting here in the office just 
now, your conversation would have been inter- 
rupted by a telephone call from the steamship 
company. They phoned to say that their boat 
which had carried a recent shipment of Scrip- 
tures for us to Canton had been damaged by a 
bomb in the mail bags. That is a hazard which 
Bibles do not often encounter, but these are war 
times in China. 


Late Word from China 


S we go to press, the floods in China are 
A bringing, not only limitations on large- 
scale military operations, but great 
movements of population in addition to those 
which have already taken place. This creates 
further difficulties for Scripture distributors. 
Secretary Lacy reported sometime ago the 
printing of 145,000 Gospels in Hankow, as fail- 
ures of transportation had made shipments 
from Shanghai impracticable to many points. 
Secretary Hudspeth recently made a rapid tour 
by air, rail and steamer, visiting Hongkong, 
Canton, Hankow and other points, including 
West China as far as Chengtu. He arranged 
for the printing of 50,000 Gospels in Chengtu, 
in spite of heavy demands on its printing fa- 
cilities due to the flocking of thousands of stu- 
dents into the city. Arrangements were made 
for Field Secretary T. H. Lin to take up super- 
vision work in Chungking where the American 
Bible Society Bible House is rebuilding. Sec- 
retary Lin had been assigned to Nanking just 
as the war broke out; but effective distribution 
there is now impracticable. Some Gospels 
have, however, been delivered there by cour- 
tesy of a British gunboat! A happy experience 
of Mr. Hudspeth’s trip were gifts by Mr. Li 
Jui of Hankow of $3,000 in Chinese currency 
for special distribution of Scriptures, and $500 
toward extra printing costs. Mr. Li is a de- 
voted student of the Scriptures. 
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Bringing the Bible to Houston 


Plans are laid by which every resident of this 
fair southern city may have the Scriptures 


By THE Reverenyd J. J. Moraan, Secretary, Southwestern District 


District and the Dallas Division for Col- 

ored People began a joint survey of the 
Bible needs of Houston, Texas. This impor- 
tant Gulf coast port has long been served by 
the Dallas Depository through a large group of 
local distributors; but so rapid has been its 
growth during the past ten years that both Dis- 
trict and Division Secretaries felt that there 
was a definite need for a thorough survey of 
conditions and an attempt to arouse the people 
of the city to a greater interest in Scripture 
distribution. 

Reverend W. B. Wilson, in the temporary 
employ of the Southwestern District, and Secre- 
tary Vaughters of the Division spent several 
weeks in Houston, conferring with pastors of 
various denominations and visiting missions, 
welfare institutions, and the homes of the poor. 
Requests for grants poured in—from the Sea- 
man’s Church Institute, the American Charity 
Workers’ Mission, the Assembly of God Mis- 
sion, the district director of Bible work of the 
W.C. T. U., the St. James’ Episcopal Mission, 
the Boy and Girl Builders’ Association, as well 
as from nine colored mission churches, hos- 
pitals, jails, and from many individuals. All 
requests, from both white and colored, were 
carefully investigated and, where necessary, 
supplied without charge. 

By the last day of January, over 3,000 vol- 
umes of Scripture had been donated by District 
and Division together, and expressions of grati- 
tude were many and heartfelt. Wrote the su- 
perintendent of the Methodist Hospital, Mrs. 
Josie M. Roberts: “Christ was a healer not 
only of the body, but of the soul, and we wish 
to thank you for your part of the healing by 
having donated to the Methodist Hospital a 
large number of Bibles and Testaments to be 
used by those whose bodies are sick. I am 
sure that they will receive many blessings.” 

The state teacher for the Blind called on Mr. 
Wilson, asking if donations of portions of the 


if January of this year, the Southwestern 


During the Houston survey W. L. Evans 
in the nearby village of Genoa wrote: 
“We have no Holy Bible. We want one. 


We need one. Age has overtaken us. 
Have very little income. Was in the hos- 
pital seven weeks last year. Want to read 
the Scriptures, meditate, contemplate, and 
prepare for the inevitable end that awaits 
us all, Do not see very well, so if I am 
permitted to suggest, need a Bible printed 
in as large letters as practicable.” 

The request was granted, and Mr. 
Evans was delighted to pose with District 
Commissioner W. B. Wilson and his cher- 
ished companion “Shep.” 


Scriptures in Braille and New York Point 
could be arranged for some of her impover- 
ished pupils. They were given. Inquiry re- 
vealed the fact that the Houston Public Library 
had no Bible in Braille, although many re- 
quests for the Scriptures were received there 
from the more than 350 blind persons in the 
city. A complete Braille Bible, costing $47, 
was immediately shipped from the Bible House 
in New York and was formally presented by 
Mr. Wilson to the library. Miss Julia Ideson, 
head librarian, wrote: ‘In behalf of the board 
of trustees I wish to acknowledge the fine gift 
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of the American Bible Society to the library, 
consisting of the Bible in Braille in twenty 
volumes. We thank you sincerely, and assure 
you that the set will be kept available at all 
times. We are sure that the wisdom of these 
volumes will find its way into the minds and 
hearts of many Houston citizens who otherwise 
would not have had this opportunity for close 
study and daily association with the Word.” 
The Houston survey was climaxed by a 
luncheon on January 31. A group of some fifty 
prominent ministers and laymen heard General 
Secretary Brown, who happened to be in the 
neighborhood, speak on the world-wide work 
of the Society. Secretaries Morgan and Vaugh- 
ters reported on the results of the investigation 
of Bible needs in the city; and Mr. Wilson de- 
scribed what had been done at the Society’s 
expense to help supply these needs. A resolu- 
tion was passed, expressing the appreciation 
of the citizens of Houston for the work of the 
Society, and urging the president of the Min- 
isterial Association to appoint a permanent 
local committee to cooperate with the Society. 
The reaction of the average layman was even 
more fully expressed in the editorial published 
next day by Mr. H. Lee Millis, editor-in-chief 
of the Houston Post, one of the city’s leading 
newspapers. Said Mr. Millis: ‘Notwithstand- 
ing Houston is in that section of the United 
States which Henry Mencken has designated 
as ‘the Bible belt,’ the entire population of the 
city lacks a good deal of being supplied with 
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Bibles, Rev. W. B. Wilson, the local representa- 
tive of the American Bible Society, has discov- 
ered... . Revival of interest in Bible distribu- 
tion in this section was manifested in the gath- 
ering at a luncheon Monday of a group of 
well-known laymen and ministers to greet Dr. 
Brown, one of the General Secretaries of the 
American Bible Society, the organization which 
is supported by many of the Protestant denom- 
inations, and which distributes the Scriptures 
throughout the world. At this meeting the 
groundwork was laid for a permanent organi- 
zation in Houston to work with the Bible So- 
ciety in the effort to get copies of the Bible into 
the hands of all the people who do not have 
copies of any sort. That the committee will 
receive cooperation from many sources, there 
seems no doubt. ... One of the large lumber 
concerns with headquarters in the city has pur- 
chased a big supply of copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures to be distributed. ... The gift by the 
American Bible Society to the Houston Public 
Library of a Bible in Braille for the use of blind 
people in the city is an action that is deserving 
of the praise of the people of the city generally. 
. . . since the American Bible Society does a 
work that aids all the churches in their mission- 
ary efforts, it commands wide support both 
from organized churches and from individuals 
interested in spreading the gospel, and the 
work it is preparing to do in this city doubtless 
will be of great aid to religious activities in 
Houston during the coming year.” 


New England Societies Celebrate 


New Hampshire Bible Societies held 

their one hundred and twenty-fifth 
anniversary meetings with appropriate cere- 
monies. The date of organization of the New 
Hampshire Society was June 3, and that of the 
Vermont Society October 28, both in 1812. 
This was a year of war. The seaports of the 
nation were under blockade, and Bibles printed 
in England and on the continent of Europe 
could not be obtained. The New Hampshire 
Society succeeded in purchasing during the 
first three months of its existence 450 copies 
of the Bible in Boston for immediate distribu- 


D URING recent months the Vermont and 


tion. These books were bound in Concord, 
New Hampshire, which made their delivery 
most convenient. It is interesting to note that 
the books could have been purchased at a 
slightly lower price at Hartford, Connecticut; 
“but on account of the risk of transporting 
them by water in the time of war, it was 
thought best to purchase in Boston.” The need 
of having to ship from Hartford to Concord 
by water seems strange indeed. 

In the century and a quarter of their exist- 
ence these Societies have maintained an un- 
broken existence, and have written histories of 
heroism and service whose blessings are in- 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


Secretary Dame 


numerable. In the year 1937 the Vermont So- 
ciety distributed 5,000, and the New Hamp- 
shire Society 7,030 volumes of Scripture. Since 
its organization the New Hampshire Society 
has distributed 882,794 volumes. 

These two pioneer societies, though they 
have no official relationship to the American 
Bible Society, cooperate to the fullest possible 
degree. A testimony to this is the fact that 
the speaker at the 125th anniversary meeting 
of the Vermont Society, held on October 28 at 
Springfield, was Editorial Secretary Stifler of 
the American Bible Society; and the speaker 
at the anniversary meeting of the New Hamp- 


Secretary Babcock 
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Shire Society, held at Concord on December 5, 
was General Secretary North. 

The New Hampshire Society has been under 
the direction of Secretary Edward A Dame 
since 1923. Secretary Everett A. Babcock of 
the Vermont Society began his service on 
March 1, 1938. 


TUNE IN 


Secretary Stifler is giving a series o 
three Monday addresses entitled “De- 
mocracy and Her Bible’ over the Red 
Network of the National Broadcasting 
Company at 12: 30 P.M. Eastern Day- 
light Time on July 11, 18 and 25. Many 
Record” readers will read this an- 
nouncement before the second address 
is given. Tune in. Copies of all three 
addresses may be had by writing to the 
station over which the broadcast is 


heard. 


Standing Committees 1938—1939 


HE Board of Managers of the American Bible Society is comprised 
of laymen. Ministers of the Gospel are occasionally invited to serve 
on the Board where their help is valuable especially on the Versions 


Committee and on the National Distribution and Foreign Agencies Com- 


mittees. 


At the June meeting of the Board of Managers the following 


persons were elected to membership on the various committees for 1938- 
1939. The names starred were added to the Board during the past year. 


Versions 
PROF, JOHN H. RAVEN, D.D. 


Pror. OSWALD T. ALLIS, PH.D., D.D. 


Pror. J. NEwTON Daviss, 8.T.D. 
REV. ERNEST BRENNECKE, PH.D. 
*Rpv. FREDERICK LENT, D.D. 

*ProF, BuRTON S. Haston, D.D. 


*Pror, EDWIN EB. CALVERLEY, PH.D, 


Ways and Means 


RoscoE C. E. Brown, LItt.D. 
HOWARD WHITTEMORE 
ARLANDO MARINE 

JEREMIAH R. VAN BRUNT 

Ray CLARKE TILLINGHAST 
JOHN BINNS 

Howarp C. WIcK 

JAMES R. Joy, LL.D. 
WILLIAM H, BEERS 

C. E. LEAVERS 


National Distribution 


HowarD WHITTEMORE 
Henry 8. STHARNS, M.D. 
GEORGE D. BEATTYS 
SILAs F. HALLOCK, M.D. 
GEORGE WOOLSEY, M.D. 
DUNCAN DUNBAR 
*HARRY HODGES 
*H, ALLAN WILLIFORD 
*MRS. ERNEST R. PALEN 
*Rev. Mark A. DAWBER, D.D. 


*ReV. HERMAN N. Morss, D.D. 


Finance 


FRANK H. MANN 

ORRIN R. JUDD 

EDWARD S. MALMAR 

JAMES T. VAN STEENBERGH 
S. FREDERICK TELLEEN 
ELLWoop M. RABENOLD 
DANIEL BuRKE, LL.D. 
JOHN B. WALKER, M.D. 
FRED HERRIGEL, JR. 


Auditing 


Publication 


WINTHROP M. TUTTLE 
Roscog C. HE. Brown, LittT.D. 
JAMES M, STUART 

RAY CLARKE TILLINGHAST 
PAUL T. JONES 

STETSON BAKER 

SAMUEL H. LIBBY 

JOHN H. MuRDOCH, JR. 
*MIss HELENA M, BABBAGE 


Foreign Agencies 


CHARLES F., DARLINGTON 

MRS, FINLEY J. SHEPARD, LL.D. 
WILLIAM P. STEVENSON, LL.D. 
WILLIAM ALBERT HARBISON 
ARTHUR Y. MEEKER 

EDWARD H. Humg, M.D. 

*Mrs. J. W. DECKER 

*Mrs. HERRICK B, YOUNG 

Rev. R. S. Ineuis, D.D. 

Rev. Ropert M. Hopxins, D.D. 
BISHOP HERBERT WELCH 


ARLANDO MARINE 


ORRIN R. JUDD 


WarRD MELVILLE 


Members at Large of the General Reference Committee 
JEREMIAH R. VAN BRUNT, JAMES T. VAN STEENBERGH AND SAMUEL H. LIBBY 
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HE official report of the 
Oxford Conference held 
last summer includes this ex- 
cellent evaluation of the Bible: 
The divine purpose to redeem, 


which is eternal in the will of God, 


was disclosed in the series of his- 
toric divine acts by which the pur- 
pose was realized in the life of 
man. The story of the revelation 
ef this purpose and of its fulfill- 
ment, together with an inspiring 
record of the long history of the 
people of God, first as the Jewish 
Church, inchoate, provisional, ex- 
pectant, then divinely established 
as the body of Christ, is told in 
the Bible. To this we continually 
appeal. It is our charter, the main 
evidence for our belief that the 
heavens have been opened, and 
that God is a God who lives and 
acts. The Bible’ has not always 
been wisely used, but the survival 
of Christianity will depend, as it 
has always depended, on its con- 
tinued use. Because it comes from 


God, the Bible has a universal 


quality, and by it man is judged. 
There is in the Bible the true 
revelation of the nature of God 
to men of every age, authenticated 
alike by the authority of the 
church and by the interior witness 
of the spirit in the heart of man; 
there is an interpretation of hu- 
man history; there is a view of 
life, which can be obtained from 


no other quarter. The Bible has 
that to say about God and about 
man which the present generation, 
perhaps more than any other, 
needs urgently to hear. 


N a letter accompanying his 

gift to the Society, a friend 
recently called our attention to 
the fact that he could not find 
in his copy of the RECORD defi- 
nite instructions for sending 
his gift. Let every reader of 
the July issue know that gifts 
may be sent to the Bible House, 
Park Avenue and 57th Street, 
New York City. Every gift of 
one dollar or more entitles the 
donor to a year’s subscription 
to the BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 
Annual Membership in the So- 
ciety costs five dollars. Life 
Memberships are issued to 
those contributing $50; Life 
Directorships to those contrib- 
uting $150. A Memorial Mem- 
bership in the Society, made in 
memory of some departed rela- 
tive or friend, may be taken 
out upon payment of $100. 
Special features of these last 
three forms of membership will 
be described to those request- 
ing them. 

e e 


May Meeting of the Board 


HE first stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society in its 
one hundred and twenty-third 
year was held at the Bible House, 
Park Avenue and 57th Street, 
New York, on Thursday, May 5, 
1938, at 8:30 p.m., President 
John T. Manson in the chair. 
Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Bishop Herbert Welch. 
The minutes of the twelfth 
stated meeting of the one hundred 
and twenty-second year were ap- 
proved. 


The death, on May 4, of Mr. 
George Tiffany was reported, and 
the President appointed a com- 
mittee to prepare a memorial 
minute. 

The Reverend Dr. Frederick 
Lent, being present for the first 
time, was introduced to the Board. 

Mr. E. Allan Williford and 
Mrs. J. W. Decker were elected 
members of the Board of Man- 
agers. 

Copies of the Managers’ Report 
in page proofs were approved for 
presentation to the Annual Meet- 
ing on May 12, and the officers 
were authorized to proceed with 
its printing and distribution. 

The resignation of the Reverend 
Thomas H. Mackenzie, D.D., as a 
ministerial member of the Board 
was accepted with regret. 

It was reported that the title 
selected for the theme of Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday this year is 
“And Now in 1,000 Tongues.” 

A summary of distribution in 
the United States for the first 
quarter of the year 1938 showed 
a total of 1,026,463 volumes as 
compared with a total of 917,083 
volumes distributed during the 
first quarter of the year 1937. 

The Reverend Dr. Charles W. 
Turner, Secretary of the Brazil 
Agency, who is home on furlough, 
spoke briefly on the Society’s work 
in Brazil. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


Form of a Bequest to the 
Society 


I give and bequeath to the 
American Bible Society formed 
in New York in the year eighteen 
hundred and sixteen, and incor- 
porated in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-one, the sum 


of : 


If real estate is given, for the last 
three words above, “the sum of,” 
substitute the words “the following 
property, to wit.” 
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rientes 728, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


mo Braga No. 12, Rio de Janeiro. 


Bible Lands Agency, North—C. S. BHLL, 
Box 747, Beirut, Syria. 

Bible Lands Agency, South—Rerv. E. W. 
G. HupGELL, M.A., P. O. Box 724, 
62 Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, Cairo, 
Egypt. 


Peral, Manila. 

Siam—Rezv. ROBERT O. FRANKLIN, 708 
Sathorn Rd., Bangkok. 

China—REy. CARLETON LAcy, D.D., Bible 
pic uees 58 Hongkong Road, Shang- 
ai. 

Japan—ReEv. K. E. AURELL, Bible House, 
No. 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Maine—Lonina 8. STRICKLAND, 19 Pine St.; Portland. Gonnectioul an & We RAYMOND, 278 Farmington Ave., 
New Hampshire—Epwarp A. DAME, 24 Warren St., Concord. artford. 
Verniont ony. Everett A. BABcocK, 121 So. Willard Street, Rhode Island—R«Ev. SELDEN R. McCurpy, D.D., 144 Weat- 
Burlington. minster St., Providence. 
Massachusetts—ALBERT Roscoxz, 41 Bromfield St., Boston. Maryland—REv. B. C. Powers, D.D., 9 E. Franklin St., Balti- 
more. 


Let us send you a book- 


let entitled ‘* A Gift That 


> 


Tives.” It tells you 
about the plan and how 


at works. 


@ Maybe tt merely supplements irregular 
earnings .. . Maybe it’s just the difference 
between peace of mind and frequent worry 
... Maybe it’s all there is to protect old 
LD be Mapa 


There are many situations in life which 
an Annuity Agreement of the American 
Bible Society can take care of success- 


fully. 


It can be planned to provide for yourself, for a relative or a friend. 
And when once it is arranged, there is no further bother. No coupons 
to clip—no papers to keep track of .. . Just accept the check which 
arrives at regular intervals. Such checks have been bringing comfort 
and peace of mind to thousands. And for nearly 90 years those checks 


have never failed, regardless of business conditions. 


Then, too, there is great personal satisfaction to everyone who secures 
such an Annuity Agreement; for they help to extend the all-important 
world-wide Bible ministry of the American Bible Society. 


dl 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Park Ave. & 57th St., New York 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62P entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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